
Drought Contingency Plan for 
Jamaica Beach



Drought Contingency Plans

• Jamaica Beach is required to develop, 
implement, adopt and make available to 
the TCEQ every five years. 

✓ Retail public water suppliers with less 
than 3,300 connections

✓ Required under Texas Water Code 
Chapter 11 and 30 Texas Administrative 
Code Chapter 288

• When the City of Galveston, Texas 
announces their stage of water 
conservation, Jamaica Beach shall follow

• STAGE 1 – Mild

• STAGE 2 – Moderate

• STAGE 3 – Severe

• STAGE 4 – Critical

• STAGE 5 – Emergency



Drought Contingency Plan Trigger 
Requirements for Initiation

STAGE 1 TRIGGERS -- MILD Water 
Shortage Conditions 

• Customers shall be requested to 
voluntarily conserve water.

• Adhere to the prescribed 
restrictions on certain water uses 
as defined in Section VII 
Definitions.



Drought Contingency Plan Trigger 
Requirements for Initiation

STAGE 2 TRIGGERS – MODERATE 
Water Shortage Conditions

• A moderate condition exists when 
the demand on the distribution 
line exceeds the mild condition 
(75%) and is approaching 85% of 
the maximum allowable flow. 

• The maximum pumpage capacity 
still exceeds the demand but a 
definite “warning” situation now 
occurs. 

• Staff should review measures 
necessary in the event of 
worsening conditions.



Drought Contingency Plan Trigger 
Requirements for Initiation

STAGE 3 TRIGGERS – SEVERE Water 
Shortage Conditions

• Customers shall be required to comply 
with the requirements and restrictions 
on certain non-essential water uses.  

• A severe condition exists when the 
demand on the distribution line 
exceeds the moderate condition total 
water demand exceeds 90% of 
deliverable capacity or Water reservoirs 
fall below 65% of capacity. 

• The maximum pumpage capacity still 
exceeds the demand but a definite 
“warning” situation now occurs. 

• Staff shall review measures necessary 
in the event of worsening conditions.



Drought Contingency Plan Trigger Requirements for 
Initiation

STAGE 4 TRIGGERS – CRITICAL Water Shortage 
Conditions

• Customers shall be required to comply with the 
requirements and restrictions on certain non-
essential water uses.

• A critical condition exists when the demand 
reaches or exceeds the maximum allowable 
flow. 

• This condition creates a minimum water 
pressure in the distribution system, thus 
reducing the availability of water for fire 
protection. 

• Additionally, failure of a major component 
within the system during this period would 
severely impact normal functions in Jamaica 
Beach. 

• Action to mitigate or control the demand is 
imperative. 



Drought Contingency Plan Trigger 
Requirements for Initiation

STAGE 5 TRIGGERS – EMERGENCY Water 
Shortage Conditions

• Customers shall be required to comply 
with the requirements and restrictions 
for Stage 5 of this Plan when the City 
Administrator (or his/her designee), 
determines that a water supply 
emergency exists.

• Major water line breaks, or pump or 
system failures occur, which cause 
unprecedented loss of capability to 
provide water service.

• Natural or man-made contamination of 
the water supply source(s).



RAINFALL IN JAMAICA BEACH 2023

May 0.6”

June 1.78”

July 1.99”

August 0.27”

September 2.01”

AVERAGE 1.33”
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