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CITY OF JAMAICA BEACH

16628 San Luis Pass Road in City Council Chambers 
5264 Jamaica Beach
Jamaica Beach, Texas  77554

PH (409) 737-1142
FAX (409) 737-5211

www.ci.jamaicabeach.tx.us

CITY COUNCIL

WORKSHOP AND REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES
AUGUST 16, 2021
5:30 – 6:00 P.M.  

ROLL CALL OF ALDERMEN

The following Councilmember’s were present:

Mayor Clay Morris
MPT Russell Rupertus
Alderman Sherwood Green – ABSENT FOR WORKSHOP

Alderman Madray 

Alderwoman Taz Jones
Alderwoman Marci Kurtz-Hoffman

The following staff was present:


Interim City Administrator Brad Heiman

Interim Chief of Police John Aucoin
             City Secretary Debbie C. Nesbitt

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS

With a quorum of the Council Members present, Mayor Morris called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance to the U.S. and Texas flags.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (LIMITED TO THREE (3) MINUTES PER PERSON) 

Brett L. Doyle, 16623 Jamaica Beach, E-mailed City Administration on his concerns in several areas in the City, Interim City Administrator Heiman read the e-mail out loud to the Council and audience.  
Ginger Jones, 16222 Curlew, voiced her concerns about the Long Term Rental Ordinance - # 3 and why did we need a LTR policy, we have a Short Term one, and why did we need both.
PUBLIC HEARING, FINANCIAL WORKSHOP
Started at 5:36 – all in attendance, except MPT Green 
Council discussed the FY 2021/2022 budget and areas of concern that needed to be addressed. 
Lift Stations, Pump Stations, Security Camera’s, Park Equipment, Water Lines, and Police Vehicles. 
CONSENT AGENDA:
CONSIDER FOR ACTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

      REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – JULY 19, 2021
Motion was made by Alderman Rupertus, seconded by Alderwoman Jones. Motion carried unanimously to approve the minutes, with amending Items 2, 3 and in the LTR Ordinance section B. # 1 changed Short Term Rental to Long Term Rental, and added Alderman Madray in attendance.
  Item 2.      VOTE:

                   4 AYES (Madray,Jones,Hoffman,Green)
                   0 NAYS
                   1 Abstain (Rupertus) 

                   MOTION PASSED
  Item 3.      VOTE: 
                   3 AYES (Madray,Green,Rupertus)

                   2 NAYS (Jones, Hoffman)

                   MOTION PASSED
REGULAR AGENDA:
1. A SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY GREY WHITTAKER REPRESENTING BIRD CITY TEXAS.
Greg Whittaker from Bird City Texas came before council and reported that Jamaica Beach is an excellent area on the west end for migrating birds, and he was extremely excited to add Jamaica Beach in the Galveston Island Bird Friendly Communities.  In working with the City, several areas will be mapped out as a natural bird viewing area, and will be added to the web-site with a link to the locations.
2. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE RESOLUTION TO NAME ALDERMAN RUSSELL RUPERTUS AS THE MAYOR PRO TEM. 
Motion made by Alderman Madray, seconded by Alderwoman Jones to discuss.  Motion made to approve by Alderman Madray, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Green. Mayor Morris called for a vote.

              VOTE:

              5 AYES (Madray, Jones, Hoffman, Green, Rupertus)
              0 NAYS

              MOTION PASSED. 
3. DISCUSS AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JAMAICA BEACH, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS AND PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION OF A LONG TERM RENTAL (LTR), PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Motion by MPT Rupertus, seconded by Alderman Madray to discuss. Motion made to approve by Alderman Green, seconded by Alderman Madray. Mayor Morris called for a vote.

               VOTE: 
               4 AYES (Madray, Hoffman, Green Rupertus)

               1 NAY (Jones) 
               MOTION PASSED.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Interim City Administrator Heiman reported that the City received approval on the FEMA Grant – CARES Act in the amount of $202,000.00 to $267,000.00 that half would be awarded now, and the remainder within a year and the City can decide how the money from this grant will be utilized within the City from this program. Advised council of the upcoming public hearing and the September 20th meeting to pass the budget and tax rate.     
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Morris reported he wanted to acknowledge that the community has lost a couple citizens and wanted to keep the families in our prayers. He knows the meeting seems to be longer than usual but the first meeting of the month should be for workshops, exchanging ideas, and the second meeting needs to be a voting meeting on various items for the City.
ALDERMEN REPORTS:
Alderwoman Jones – Reported on attending the JBIC meeting, Mayor Morris was the guest speaker, also attended the board meeting, they are in need of volunteers.  Reported on the new Standard Operating Procures for the City which the Mayor asked her to look into.    
Alderman G. Madray - No Reports

Alderwoman M. Kurtz-Hoffman - reported that she has been hearing comments from social media and citizens wanting to extend the pool season, and will get with Georgia and discuss.  
MPT Rupertus – No Report
Alderman Green – No Report

POLICE REPORT:
Interim Police Chief Aucoin gave his report, as presented in the council packet.  The city issued 109 citations in the month of July.
FIRE REPORT - No Report
ADJOURN:
MPT Rupertus made the motion, seconded by Alderman Green, motion passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:21 pm.
