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CITY OF JAMAICA BEACH

16628 San Luis Pass Road in City Council Chambers 
5264 Jamaica Beach
Jamaica Beach, Texas  77554

PH (409) 737-1142
FAX (409) 737-5211

www.ci.jamaicabeach.tx.us

CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES
JULY 19, 2021
6:00 P.M.  

ROLL CALL OF ALDERMEN

The following Councilmember’s were present:

Mayor Clay Morris
MPT Sherwood Green
Alderman Russell Rupertus 

Alderwoman Taz Jones
Alderwoman Marci Kurtz-Hoffman

The following staff was present:


Interim City Administrator Brad Heiman

Interim Chief of Police John Aucoin
            City Secretary Debbie C. Nesbitt

CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS

With a quorum of the Council Members present, Mayor Morris called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance to the U.S. and Texas flags.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (LIMITED TO THREE (3) MINUTES PER PERSON) 

Ginger Jones, 16222 Curlew, voiced her concerns about the STR policy and stated that she is on the STR committee and would still like to have a public meeting for the citizens to look over. Most items are already addressed with other Ordinances, trash, and noise and parking, just not sure I agree with it.
Monica Allen, 4606 Jamaica Cove, said she wanted to talk about item # 3 on the agenda, the STR Ordinance and stated she owns three vacation rental properties in the City and wanted to know what the $100.00 administration fee is for, and ask the City to look at the City of Galveston’s STR policy. 

CONSENT AGENDA:
CONSIDER FOR ACTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:

      REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – JULY 19, 2021
Motion made by MPT Green. Seconded by Alderwoman Taz Jones. Motion carried unanimously to approve the minutes 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

1. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE RE-PLAT LOTS 45, 46 AND 47 AS RECORDED IN VOLUME 1616, PAGE 80 TO BE TRANSFERRED TO PLAT RECORD 7, MAP NUMBER 94, OF THE MAP RECORDS OF GALVESTON COUNTY. THE RE-PLAT REQUEST WAS DUE TO TWO OWNERS HAVING THREE LOTS, WHEREBY BOTH OWNERS WILL BE DIVIDING THE MIDDLE VACANT LOT THEREBY FORMING TOW LARGE LOTS.
Interim City Administrator Heiman let the council know that the Planning and Zoning committee unanimously voted yes to approve. Motion made by Alderman Madray to approve, seconded by Alderman Rupertus. Motion carried unanimously.
2. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR A PARTIAL RE-PLAT OF LOTS 3, 4, 5 AND NORTH ½ OF LOT 6 OF BAYFRONT DRIVE HOMESITES, AS RECORDED IN VOLUME 18, PAGE 702, and JAMAICA BEACH VILLAS.  THIS REQUEST WAS MADE DUE TO THE DISSOLVING OF THE BAYFRONT HOMESITES HOA AND THE LIQUIDATING OF THEIR ASSETS.  TO FACILITATE THE DIVISION OF THESE TRACTS AND REQUEST FOR RE-PLAT OF THE PROPERTIES WERE MADE IN ORDER FOR VARIOUS OWNERS OF THE ADJOINING LOTS TO HAVE A LARGER MORE USABLE LOT AND FURTHER ADDRESS ANY ENCROACHMENT ISSUES. 
Interim City Administrator Heiman let the council know that the Planning and Zoning committee unanimously voted yes to approve. Alderman Madray made the motion to approve, seconded by MPT Green. Motion carried unanimously. 
3. DISCUSS AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JAMAICA BEACH, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING REGULATIONS AND PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION OF A SHORT TERM RENTAL (STR), PROVIDING A PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Alderwoman Jones made the motion to discuss seconded by Alderwoman Kurtz-Hoffman. After much discussion from each council member a motion was made by Alderman Gildry, seconded by MPT Green to amend section 5, 5 to read a $50.00 administrative fee will be assessed at the time of application, as a onetime fee. The vote passed to approve the Ordinance with the amendment three to two, with Alderwoman Jones voting No and Alderman Rupertus abstaining.   
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Interim City Administrator Heiman reported on how good a job our City Secretary has been doing since she started. Let Council know that he and the mayor will be meeting with the GLO to discuss the Access and Dune Protection Plans.  Advised council of the upcoming budget workshops, will start in August and to start planning on projects they would like to get addressed.     
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
Mayor Morris reported he wanted to address one mayor issue and a minor issue each month, and work together to get thing done.
ALDERMEN REPORTS:
Alderwoman Jones - Let Council know with the Mayor’s permission she is helping with the Stars for Troops program and the Kindness Project for the officers, $5.00 gift card to various places, Starbucks, subway, ect.  
Alderman G. Madray - No Reports

Alderwoman M. Kurtz-Hoffman - reported that she has been getting good reports from the park and pool areas, and is working on getting some information on starting a Pickle ball court.
Alderman Rupertus - reported it’s been a busy month, with some of the meeting he has attended and workshops, he learned the growth in Galveston County up 8 percent and TWIA increase 18 percent, and we needed to work together on our water, sewer and street projects.
MPT Green - no report. 
POLICE REPORT:
Interim Police Chief Aucoin gave his report letting Council know he had been working on grant opportunities, budget items and beach patrol and for the month of June the department issuing 169 citations.
FIRE REPORT - No Report
ADJOURN:
Alderman Rupertus made the motion, seconded by Alderman Gildry, motion passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:20 pm.
